
Decorators Supply 
Corporation

An Introduction and History



The Early Years

• Established in 1883 to 
manufacture “artistic 
decorative accessories”

• Founded by Simon Straun 
and Richard C. Foster

• An old lease document 
describes the company as a 
“carving and guilders”
business

• World’s Columbian 

Exposition of 1893 – A 
catalyst for growth



Today

· Current Production 
Structure
– Comprised of 3 very 

different but 
complimentary shops

· Compo Shop
– 12 employees-

Average time with the 
company is 21 years



Today

· Plaster Shop
± 6 employees -

Average time with the 
company is 27 Years

· Wood Shop
± 4 employees ±

Average time with the 
company is 19 years



Products: Compo

· Compo
± Early Forms of Compo go back to the 14th 

Century
± Formulations and techniques migrated to the 

new world in the 1700’s
± Used for years in both residential and 

commercial applications



Products: Compo
· Over 13,000 patterns to choose 

from (2,000 lineal patterns 
alone)

· Beautiful hand cast replicas of 
Master carvings at fraction of 
the cost of hand carved items

· Accept Stain or paint
· Can be applied to curved 

surfaces
· A truly Green Formulation

· Whiting ± Soft limestone
· Animal Glue
· Water
· Various oils: linseed, rosin etc



Examples: Compo

· Theater Companies and Movie Sets
± Alberta Ballet Company
± Shakespeare Theater
± Berkley Repertory Theater
± ªUntouchablesº
± ªUS Marshallsº
± ªSherlock Holmesº (to be released in ’09)



Products: Plaster

· Plaster
· Offer over 200 Classic 

Crown & Moulding 
Profiles

· Offer over 500 grilles, 
ceiling medallions and 
rosettes, swags, shields

· 8 Classic Ceiling 
Designs



Products: Plaster

· Features and benefits
± Rich, high relief 

detailing
± Classic proportions 

and design detail
± Versatility in use/style
± Diverse offerings of 

periods and styles
± Custom sizes and 

designs available



Products: Wood

· Wood Shop
· Manufacturers:

± Column Capitals

± Pilaster Capitals
± Brackets/Corbels
± Fireplace Mantels

± Valances
± Finials 
± Legs and Other 

Components



Products: Wood

· Wood Shop
± Largest Selection in the 

Country of column capitals 
and pilaster capitals

± Hundreds of corbel and 
bracket options

± Plaster options to reduce cost

± Classically Proportioned
± Accepts stain, point, or can be 

gilding (gold or silver leaf)



Products: Wood

± Ability to manufacture all of the following 
shapes in our column/pilaster lines:
· Full Square
· Pilaster
· Double Corner
· Outer Corner
· Inner Corner
· Outer Angle
· Inner Angle
· Corner Column



Compo

Acanthus and Scroll Design 
Item #7649

Art Deco Floral Design 
Item #9214

Shield and Surround 
Design 

Item #2614F

Floral Scroll Linear Design Item #7860



Plaster

Art Deco Plaster Frieze Item #27169 Roman Corinthian Plaster Crown Item #1271

Colonial Plaster Ceiling Medallion 
Item #27003

Empire Plaster Wreath Item #1352



Wood

Stain-Grade Italian Renaissance Capital
Item #3034

Stain-Grade Roman Doric Capital 
Item #676

Stain-Grade Modern Ionic Capital With Necking 
Item #1101


